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THE SITUATION.

We have to record to-day a slight reverse, com-
bined with a reactionary success of the Union
Navy, at Newport's News, on the James river.
The reverse recounts the destruction of two of our
old wooden sailing frigates by the rebel naval
monster, the Merrimac, and two iron-clad rebel
gunboats. The success includes the subsequent
defeat of the whole rebel force, and the disabling of
the Merrimao by our new Ericsson battery iron-clad
gunboat, the Monitor, The facts, as officially
reported are these. The Merrimac, which is said
to be commanded by Captain Buchanan late of the
‘Washington Navy Yard, came out of Norfolk on
Baturday morning, and together with the rebel
iron clad gunboats Yorktown sod Jamestown,
steamed down towards Newport’s News, where
the frigates Cumberland and Congress were lying.
B:gnals were at once displayed for assistance from
the steamers Minnesots, Roanoke and St. Law-
rence. The frigates being sailing vessels were
completely at the mercy of the monster Merrimac
sod her attendant iron mailed gunboats. The
Merrimso made an attack on the Cumber-
hod with bher iron prow, sand fairly
put her open; then drawing off she
pave her a broadside and dashed into her
ogain. The Cumberland Immediately went down
under this terrific shock, and it is said that abouta
bundred of her crew of five hundred were lost.
The Merrimac, Yorktown and Jamestown then en-
gaged the Congress with a heavy fire, our batte-
ties from Newport's News playing briskly on the
rebel boats meanwhile, and the enemy returning
with shell. The Congress, though she fought gal-
lantly, had to succumb to the superior force of the
enemy, and surrendercd. Her officers wore taken
prisoners, the crew were allowed to escape in
boats, and the frigate was then burned by the ene-
my. The steamer going up to asasist the frigates,
although they opened & severe fire on the cnemy,
uofortunately were unable to approach near
encugh to disable them. The Minnesota also went
sground. Darkness coming on the progresa of the
fight counld not well be observed.

The following morning, however, changed the
features of the conflict, for the Ericason battery
gunboat Monitor, which left New York on Thurs-
day, arrived at Fortress Monroo st ten o'clock Sa-
tarday night, and st daylight yesterdsy morning
she went gallantly into action with the whole three
rebel steamers, having herself only two heavy
guns. The fight continued for five hours. Part of
the time the Monitor and Merrimac were actually
touching each other, that is to say, from eight
©'clock in the morning until noon, when the Merri
mae drew off and was towed towards Norfolk in a
sinking condition. The little Monitor is said %o be
uninjured and ready to repel another attack at any
moment. She went to Fortress Monroe merely on
on experimental trip and it would appear that the
experiment proved quite successful.

The telegraph line from Fortress Monroe was
completed yesterday just in time to enable the in-
teolligence to reach Washington, and Assistant
Becretary of the Navy Fox, who had gone down to
examine the litlle guuboat Monitor, availed him-
self of the opportunity to telegraph the glorious
foat of the mew gunbent, which he was fortunate
enough to witness. General Wool also sent a
despatch to General McClellan, detailing the af-
falr. We publish both despatohes to-day,

I8 is to be presumed that the War Department
will at once avail itself of the means now at jis
disposal to reinforce vur naval squadron at For.
tress Monroe. The steamers Ban Jacinto and Da-
cotah are now lying at Boston, ready for sea, The
frigate Babine, it is said, will leave this port to-day,
and the steam gunboat Oneida salled yesterday
for the Bouth, and will probably receive a
despatch in time to run into Fortress Monroe,

We give an excellent map in another page of the
vicinity of this remarkable naval engagement,
| As 8 set-off to the loss of our ships off New.
port's News, we have intelligence of the clearing
out of the troublesome rebel batteries at Aquia
Crack by our troops yesterday, and the destrastion
©f the notorious rebel steamer Page, which bas
been rumning about Occoquan and Quantico
erosks o long, and,#0 often muccoeded In on'
Aopiog he Bre of eur baitrisp. Ow gunbosts

RN

opened fire yesterdsy afternoon on the battery snd
Cockpit Point, and after a oannonade of an hour
and a hslf our troops landed, and hoisted the Stars
and Stripes on the Point, The rebels set fire 10,
the'r tects and all other property which they
could not remove, and also burned the steamer
Pmo

Iiis evident that the rebels are withdrawing
from their former lines on the Lower Potomac, and
concentrating their strength at some other point.
General Hooker reported to headquarters yester-
day that all the enemy’s batteries in front of his
lines, opposite Budd's Ferry, are abandoned en-
tirely and the gunsspiked. He has taken posses-
sion of some of them, and they prove to be very
valuable pieces of ‘ordoance. The evacuation of
these batteries opens the Potomac, and the block-
ade, such as it was, is virtaally abandoned. We
give to-day a map of the vicinity of Cockpit Point

The evacuation of Leesburg by the rebels, and
its occupation by Colonel Geary, on Baturday, is
officially confirmed. A large amount of property
fell into our hands. The rebels fell back, as we
stated yesterday, towards Middleburg, bat it is not
certain that they have not gone as far as Winches-
ter. We give to-day a sketch of Colonel Geary's
eventful life and a description of the town of Lees-
burg. Up to last night all was quict on the fron-
tiers of the Upper Potomac lines. Scouting parties
sent out in the direction of Winchester yesterday,
failed to meet with any resistance, except from a
small cavalry picket; but on Friday a brisk skir-
mish took place between & company of our cavalry
and a part of Colonel Ashby's rebel cavalry, be-
tween Bunker Hill and Winchester, in which six
rebels were killed, It was thought at Charlestown
that the force at Winchester was greatly reduced.
Yesterdsy morning the pickets of Colonel Hamil-
ton, near Smith's Mills, were attacked by rebel
scouts, and one of the Twenty-seventh Indiana re-
giment was killed. The Third Wisconsin regiment
pursued them, and was not heard from at latest

acocounts. EOUS w3

The Tennessee Legislature is having & hard time
at Memphis. Another meeting was held on the
27th ultimo, when each house resolved itsell into
a Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of
counting noses, and the following was the re-

ult : —
5 Pme;aa. Abmnlts.
TR cossimiiamnaem mesnsie o0 1

The terms of the following named members of
the United States Senate will expire with tiie pre-
sent Congress, on the 4th of March next:—

J Ilixon (rep.), Connseticut.

l{‘i'lx::l S.Lth.(lm ggpp. , Californis,

James A. Bayard (opp. ), Delaware.

Joeaph A. erfhl (opp. ), Indiana.

l&tt M. Morrill (rep.), tm .

arles (
MM:

Teps)y
Lﬁ"““"” (I:-gm. Maryland,
Zach. Chandler (rep.), Michigan,

Henry M. R.Iﬂ {upg.)‘ Minnesota,

Preaton Kiog (rop.), New York.

John R Thumiun (opp.), New Jersey,

David Wiimot (rep.). Fennsylvania.

James F, Binmons ), Rhode Lsland,

Slomon Fuot (rep. . Vermont.

Waitman T. Ir&u-r' {opp.), Virginia,

James k. Doolittle {rep.), Wisovnsia. -

The Memphis Avalanche says that General Sam
Houston, of Texas, is not dead. A Galveston pa-
per contains a letter from him, dated January27.

It appears that there are some shoddy shoe con.
tractors among ‘the hordes of patriotic citizens
who have taken upon themselves the task of
keeping our soldiers comfortable. General Hal-
leck writes to the Quartermaster General at Wash-
ington that the shoes issued to the troops wear out
in four days. He says a change must be effected
if the government hopes to keep the army of the
‘West together.

The Hon. Benjamin F. Rexford, appointed in
November last as commissioner on the part of the
United States to adjudicate the claims of citizens
under this government against the government of
Costa Rica, accompanied by his son, arrived at the
Astor House in this city on Saturday last, and will
leave for Washington this afternocon. The com-
missioner on the part of Costa Rica is Senor
Molina, Minister, residing pnear the seat of the
United States governmemt. The claims have their
origin in the recent disputes between the States
of New Granada und Costa Rica, and out of which
grew the seizure of a large amount of property
belonging to American merchants, and adequate in
worth to justify the institution of the commission
which Judge Rexford represents on the part of the
federal government. Judge Rexford is o native of
Clenango couuty, in this State, and a graduate of
Union College, in the class of 1830, He
is 8 lawyer by profession, and occupies an
honored position at the bar of this State, being
chiofly and most favorably known at the West,
The ission will comme its sittings in the
city of Washington, for the reception and filing of
claims, on the 13th instant, and will adjourn in the
course of ten daysor two weeks following fora
period of three months, During the adjournment
the claimssiled will be sent to Costa Rica for final
examination, immediately subsequent to which
Senor Moline, cowmissioner on the part of the
Costa Rican government, will receive instructions
touching the determination of his government in

regard to their ultimate disposition. At this junc-
ture an umpire will be appointed and the claims
will be definitely sottled.

General McClellan has ordered the following
tariff of exchange of prisoners of war:i—

For a General Commander-in-Chief, sixty men.

Lieutensnt General, forty men.

Major General, thirty men.

Brigadier General, twenty men,

Colonel, fifteen men,

Eieutenant Colonel, ten men,

Major, eight men.

Captain, six men.

Lieutenant, four men.

Buab-Lieutenant or Enaign, three men,

Non-commissioned officers, two men,

Privates, man for mun.

Captain fﬂn. D. Porter, commander of the Mis-
sissippi gunhoat Essex, is fast recovering from the
injuries he sustained at the attack op Fort Henry.
His vesael Is on the stocks at St. , and will

soon be again in Aghting trim.

In the face of General Halleck's ordor, that no
distinction must be made between friend and foe
among the sick and wounded soldiers, a lot of se-
cesh women in St. Louis had the presumption to
demand that they should have the privilege of con-
teibuting articles exclosively for the rebels in the
hospeals, The Banitary Commission informed
them that donations were used indiscriminately for
all the inmates who needed them.

The State of Arkansas has spent two millions five
hundred thousand dollars to serve the rebellion.
This 1s nearly eight dollars & head for every freo
person in the State,

All the mewspaper cditors in Nashville seceded
and followed the rehel army to Memphis, exvept
:’*ﬂ of the Lanner, which continues its publica-

on.

The ®mnada papers have worked themselvey
Into another big fright over a report that our
government i8 building at Ogdenaburg, in this
Btate, and at other points on the Bt. Lawrence
ﬂfmfﬂ twelvs or fourteon gunboats for lake ser.

The Toronto (Canads) Leader (socession) says

Aaj “the Horguley of e YN Qeraciuenl Mo

handcuffed the American press and plucked the life
out of it." 1t recommends the papers to revolt.

A man named Horsely, from Summer county,
Tenn., one of the wounnded rebel prisoners at Bt.
Louis, is sixty-three years old.

Four hundred and minety-one of the rebel pri-
soners st Alton, I, have taken the oath of alle-
giance and boen released.

The Britsh steamship Plantagenet, Captain
Beard, which arrived yesterday, reports having
met the schooner Idiasa, from Philadelphia for
Halifax, 300 miles from New York, with masts out
and signals of distress flying., She was laden with
flour, but no one on board. The Plantagenet towed
her forty miles, when the hawser broke, and she
was obliged to leave her in consequence of the
roughness of the sea. A despatch from Boston,
dated the 8th, givea the safe arrival there of the
Idiasa's crew in the gunboat Dacotah, They
abandoned her at sea on the 4th inst,, in latitude
40, longitude 70.

The following were the quotations of currency
in Richmond at last advices:—

GO o s s vsananansannsinnsnsnnnassisents 00 5 110

BAWOL . o i i s s AR R ARG 105 a 107
United States Treasury notes............100 a —
Confederate States Treasury notes, 48 76
Bank shinplasters.......... . T 76
Corporation shinplasters. .. .. Cansabevans 60a 5

The cotton market was again exciled snd active Sa.
turday. The sales embraced about 2,000 bales,cloalng
on the basis of 27%c. a 28¢. for middling uplands, The
Liverpool Brokers' Circular of the 21at of February gives
the stock of Amorican eolton in that market at 177,960
balea, against 628,540 at the same time last yoar. The
stock of India was 245,330, ngaiost 117,810 last year. The
total gtock of all kinds was 479,260 bales, against 791,240
at the same perjod last year. Thore was none reporied
at sea from America, against 387,000 last yoar, and 178
bales India, against 160,000 bales last year, The average
waight of American bales la about 450 1ba., and those of
Iudia about 300 1bs. Flour was heavy, with & moderate
demand, while prioes, though easler for some grades,
were without quotable change for most descriptions.
The chief demand waa from the home trade. Wheat was
dull and saies wore quite limited, while prices were irre-
gular. Cora wus lower, while Western mized closed at
50c. w 61%6., in store and delivered. Pork was heavy
and rather lower, with sales of new mess at §14 a$141234,
and new prime at §10 623¢ & §10 75. Sugars were sleady,
with sales of about T00 bhds, Cuba at full prices. Coffce
wus quiet and eales limited. Freights were steady and
rates uochanged, whilo engagements were moderate,

The Exciting News from Fortress Mon=
roe=Operations of the Union Iron-Clad
Steamers.

The news we receive from Fortress Monroe is
of an exciting character. It gives usthe parti-
culars of the coming out of Norfolk of the iron-
clad rebel steamer Merrimac, and the descent of
the James river of the rebel steamers Jamestown
and Yorktown, also iron-clad, and their attack
on our vessels at Newport's News, sinking the
Cumberland and burning the Congress, two
sailing frigatos of the navy. The attack on
these veasels led to a spirited naval engage-
ment, in which these three iron-¢lad vessels on
the part of the rebels, and the Minnesota, Roan-
oke, St. Lawrence, Mystic, Congrees and Cum-
berland took part on our side, aided by such
artillery as the troops at Newport's News could
bring to bear.

This is briefly the first day’s news. But it ap-
pears that the rebels were not permitted fully
to complete their designs; for, fortunate-
ly, the new iron-clad gunboat Monitor,
sometimes called the Ericason Battery, soon af-
ter arrived there, when she was attacked by the
three rebel steamers, and, after a gallant and
brilliant engagement of five hours’ duration
succeeded in beating off the three and sending
the Merrimac back to Norfolk in a sinking con-
ditlon.

These two engagements clearly show that suffi-
clent heed was not qlve} 2 to our admonition con-
cerning the intended mission of the Merrimae,
as soon as she was prepared, and of the wvisit
of the Jamestown and Yorktown to Newport's
News for the very purpose sttempted on
Friday. So far back as the 3d of October last
wo etated that information had been received
from Norfolk that it was the intention of the
rebels to do this very thing, and we forewarned
the government, so that our forces at Hampton
Roads and Newport's News should always he
strong enough to guard against any surprise.

But the great success of the Ericsson Bat-
tery proves that we now have the means
of preventing any more operations such
as this news describes on the part of
the rebels and their gunboats in that
vicinity. Itaslso shows the great value of this
class of vessels and their superiority over the
old wooden war ships, both steam and salling,
Our iron-clad vessels have been tested at Forts
Henry and Donelson, and now in a most declsive
manner at Newport's News—the last case being
the only one in which iron vessels were op-
posed to iron vessels. Thatthe Monitor was
superior to the combined three of the rebel
ships was plainly shown in the combat, and
Captain Ericsson will feel justly proudof the
great success of his noble vessel.

Now that we bave these two actions before
us, it is to be hoped that the Naval Co?%u”
of the Senate will at once reconsider their
“action in regard to the appropfation of fifteen
millions of dollars for additional iron gunboats
for our navy. Their value is so strikingly mani-
fest at this time that there ehould be no delay
in widing as many more of them as possible to
the naval arm of our service. The monq‘
should therefore be appropriated at once, and
the vessels begun with all speed.

Meanwhile let the Navy Depariment make
the most vigorous efforts to repair this disaster,
and Do prepared for any further emergency.

Own New Corrd v'Arvee.—It will be seen
that General McClellan has divided the Grand
Army of the Potomic Into five corps d’armes, and
bas placed at the head of each an officer of known
firmness, courago and ability, in the persons of
Generals Heintzelman, Banks, McDowell, Sum,
ner and Keyes. This measure will insure still
greater efficiency in the army, and will enable
the Commanding General to operate with his
whole immense force with greater facility,
But, while there are ounly five corps d’armee in
the army of Virginin, there are in fact four more
under the direction of the Commander-in-Chief—
namely, the armies of Generals Halleck, Buells
Pope and Curtis, in Missourl, Kentucky and
Tennessee; and very effective corps d'armee they
o 8 hlr Loko brillact sucoesees REGTS:

Our Late Brilllant Victories and Thelr
ITmportant Results.

The occupation of Leesburg, on the Upper Po-
tomae, by a detachment from the columa of
General Banks, under the command of the in-
trepid Colonel Geary, gives us the practical ad-
vantages of a great victory. Leesburg was the
object of that lamentable blunder of Ball's
Bluff, the disasters of which, in s military view,
are now atoned for in the stampede of the
rebels from the town and its defensive works,
without even the show of resistance.

It is manifest, we think, from their hasty
evacuation of Leesburg, that their late instruc-
tive defeats and reireats in North Carolina,
Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri and Arkansas
bave convinced the rebels in Virginia thut
their situation is exceedingly desperate, and
that there is no such thing as Southern invinei-
bility against superior military combinations,
appliances, facilities and forces, by land and
sea. But, withcut assuming to anticipate the
brilliant impending justification of General
McClellan's “masterly inactivity,” we may find
in the present confusion and demoralization of
the rebellion In every quarter abundant evi-
dences that the final issue is completely within
bis control.

Jeff. Davis and his Confederate rulers were
not deceived by their ephemeral and delusive
victory of Manassas; they were content to hold
their ground on the defensive through the sum-
mer and sutumn, in expectation that “King
Cotton” would in the winter bring England to
their rescue. The settlement of the Trent affair
dispelled that illusion, and the despondency
and Imbecility of the rebel government from
that day are as remarkable as its previous
confidence and energetic action. In January,
away down in the wilds of Southern Kentucky,
the important and decisive little Union victory
near Somerset came off. It created a sensation
of alarm throughout the South compared with
which our splendid naval successes at Cape
Hatteras and Port Royal produced only a
ripple upon the surface of the water. The rea-
son was, that, while Cape Hatteras and Port
Royal touched no vital point, our Somerset vic-
tory made a serious breach through the inland
defensive line of the rebellion.

This reverse suggested the immediate neces-
sity of strengthening the works and reinforcing
the rebel army at Bowling Green, while our
menacing gunboat preparations at Cairo and
8St. Louis resulted in a rebel encampment and
fortifications at Columbus of the grandest pro-
portions to resigt our passage down the channel
of the Mississippi. But, while the rebels were
thus expending their strength upon these
widely separated camps of Bowling Green
and Columbus, their two intermediate defen-
sive positions at Fort Henry, on the Ten-
necsce river, and Fort Donelson, on the
Cumberland, were comparatively neglected.
Thus the loss of Fort Henry reduced them to
the alternative of abandoning Bowling Green
to save Fort Dopelson and the navigable water
line to Nashville; and in losing Fort Donelson
they lost Nashville, and Columbus ceased to be
usefnl or tenable; whence its hasty evacuation.

In all these movements the splendid cam-
paigning and fighting qualities of our troops
were amply proved; but the capture of two
such strongly defended places as Bowling
Green and Columbus, without the necesity of
firing a shot, is due to the superior military
combinations of our commanding generals. A
month ago, against the defensive works on the
biuffs of Columbus, with their two hundred
pieces of heavy artillery and their exterior lines
of rifle pits, with the river in front and a pro-
tecling swamp in the rear, an army of a hun-
dred thousand men, and all our Mississippi gun-
boats, and a bloody siege, would have been re-
quired to take the place. A few days ago a
reco_nr_miterin? gunboat found it evacuated,
and thus all the vast labors and expen-
ditures of tho rebels to make this place
the Sebastopol of the Mississippi were
thrown away. Columbus was their main re-
liance for the defence of New Orleans; and, hav-
ing abandoned Columbus, where now are they
to make a final stand on the line of the Missis-
sippi this side the Gulf of Mexico?

The expulsion of Price from Missouri, and his
disastrous flight, with Ben McCulloch, over the
Boston Mountains of Arkansas, vindicate as
forcibly as our glorious campaign in Kentucky
and Tennessee the wisdom of ample prepara-
tions and skilful arrangements before pouncing
upon the enemy. And so with the Burnside ex-
pedition in North Carolina. The very presence
of its overwhelming power reduced the rebels
on Roanoke Island to a surrender, before their
men slain outright amounted to a dozen in num-
ber, defended, as they were, by their elaborate
earihworks. Is it any wonder that the dispirit-
ing eflect of these defeats and disastrous re-
treats has resulted in the eccupation of the
valley of the Shenandoah and of Leesburg by
our troops without opposition? And who does
not now comprehend the fact that in its effects
the most disastrous battle to the South of all
the battles of this rebellion, ten times multiplied,
was the battle of Bull run? It has cost the
South many thousands of men, and hundreds of
millions of dollars, which otherwise would have
been saved.

Fort Sumter and Bull run, however, still con-
tinue among our outstanding accounts agalnst
this rebellion; nor will it be long, we predict,
before these balances are satisfactorily settled.
We await with cheerfulness and absolute confi-
dence the final development of Gencral Mc-
Clellan’s magnificont combinations.

Destrocriox of Corips axp Tosacco.—An
effort is being made by the rehel leaders and
politicians to induce the people to burn all
thelr cotton and tobacco whenever there is a
chance of its falling into the bands of the Union
army. The rebel Congress had a motion before
it to Indemnify the owners of these staples for
the quantity destroyed, and it was reported that
the measure had passed; but such is not the fact.
Congress did not adopt the resolution to pay
for the merchandise so patriotically destroyed;
nor do we sce that it makes a particle of differ-
ence to the unforlunate owners whether they
did or not, as they would only be paid in Con-
foderate bonds, redeemable when the Confede-
rate States are free and independent; and they
might as well throw the worthless shinplasters
into the fire with the cotton and tobacco, and
make the conflagration bigzer.

Tur Rensr Anwmy 1N A Bap War.—The
Bouthern leaders, commanding generals, Gover-
nora of States and rebel newspapers, are mak-
ing desperate appoals to the people to enlist in
the service of Jeil. Davis, aud to give up every-
thing in the shape of a weapon which they may
possess to the government, The people are
warned that if they do not peremptorily oboy

Sisogl > BENERg PNS o tnling

soldiers—a foroed consoription, in fact—will be
resorted to in every town, village and ward,
and the male population, without regard to age
or any rule of exemption from military duty,
will be compelled to turn into the ranks sad
serve as soldiers. This is a desperate stralt to
which the poor Southerners are reduced. It Is
unnecessary to say that the morale of an army
80 raised will be exceedingly fine, and that
they will fight very cheerfully for their task-
masters,

Frivps or Aruy Conrracrors—A Rewon-
STRANCE FROM TuH Anmy or Tue Wesar—In
another column will be found en interesting
correspondence between General Halleck and
Quartermaster General Meigs, in which the
former remonstrates in energetic terms agalnst
the quality of the shoes and clothing furnished
to the Army of the West. Ho states that the
shoes issued to the troops on the march wear
out in four days, the space between the inner
and outer soles being filled in with pieces of
old plate iron, which cut the stitches. The
cloth sent to the army for making clothingis also
of such inferior quality as to be nearly worthless
for service. The General very justly saysthat it
is an outrage on the troops to issue such shoes
and clothing at all, and a still greater one that
they should be charged at full price. He tells
the government In plain terms that the fault
lies in the appointment of incompetent and
dishonest agenis in the Quartermaster General's
Department, and demands that the workshops
in 8t. Louis shall be reopened for the supply of
proper shoes and clothing to the army. We
hope Mr, Stanton will reform all thia.

There is much to be said in fuvor of this recom-
mendation. DUnder the system by which the
large stock of worthless clothing on hand was
furnished to the government, there is no possi-
bility of tracing out the contractors. This will
alwaya be the case so long as the Quartermaster
General, whose honesty and efficiency no one
ventures to impeach, cannot have more power in
the appointment of his agents. Where possible,
it would be desirable for the commandants
of all the great military departments to be able
to control the quality of the clothing furnished
to their troops. This could be done by giving
out contracts in all the great cities which are
fixed upon as the centres of such departments.
Should the governmesyt inspectors prove un-
faithful to their trusts, the commanding gencrals
would be able at once to lay hands on the de-
linquent contractors, and deal with them a8
Wellington used to deal with the same class of
scoundrels during the Penipsular war—bang
them up to the nearest tree. The red tapeism
of which General Halleck complains, and which”
exposes the troops under his command to un-
necessary hardships and sufferings, should be
instantly put an end fo, and some plan adopted
by which the commanders of departments shall
not be comppelled to endure in silence rascalilies
80 injurious to the morale of the troops. It
would be better for the government to at once
make the pecuniary sacrifice which General
Halleck recommends rather than to continue
a state of things which will interfere seriously
with the progress of our arms.

Tar Way Fort DoxerLsox Was SURRENDERED.—
In his official report of the fall of Fort Donel-
son, General Pillow gives a curious account of
the manner in which the surrender was agreed
to and accomplished by the conclave of rebel
generals, within the walls of the fort, It ap-
pears that when affaira became desperate a
council of war was held by the three generals,
Pillow, Floyd and Buckner—General Floyd then
holding the supreme command. Pillow says
that he himself was averse to surrender, and
would never consent to it—that Floyd declared
positively (hat Lev.ogﬁ 'l:l‘oul!qy _l;imaelt‘ to be
taken prisoncr, because he would certainly be
banged if the Union army canght him. Buckner,
on the eontrary, was in favor of a surrender.
being convinced that the troops could not hold
out against an attack of half an hour's duration,
But Buckner was not in command of the fort,
and Lenee fle conld not adopt the plan he advo-
cated. What was to be done in this dilemma?
The ingenuity and peculiar morality of General
Floyd came to the rescue. He proposed to turn
over the command to Pillow, and Pillow to turn
it over again to Buckner, thus enabling the lat-
ter to surrender the place, provided that he
end Pillow were allowed time to cut and run,
with their commands, out of danger.

Thie plan, General Pillow says, was agreed
to. The transfer of the supreme command was
made, in this hocus pocus fashion, in double
quick time, and sauve gui peul was the word
with the beroic Floyd and the gallant Pillow.
We know the rest. Buckner, with all his men,
fell into our bands, and Floyd and Pillow
eaved their skins for the present. P

This is about the nicest specimen of military
morality we have seen. And yet General Pil-
low, we are assured, is regarded in the South
as o second Washington. When he recigned
his position, some time ago, in dudgeon about
some fancied slight, the rebel soldicrs made a
great deal of fuss about him, and he magnani-
mously withdrew his resignation. His own
story of the way Fort Donelson was surrendered
settles him.

New Rener Estivate of mue Yangeg Cuanac-
1ER—The good conduet and moderation dis-
played by the federal troops at Nashville and
the other points of Southern territory which
have fallen into our hands are evidently pro-
ducing a great effect among the population of
those places. After the lies so industriously
propagated by their politicians and journalists
about Yankee savagery, they are astonished to
find friends and protectors instead of enemles
in our troops. Even the Southesn newspapers,
which did so much to provoke the rebellion,
have no cause to complain of harsh treatment
on our part. In Nashville the property of their
owners has been respected, and if they are dis-
posed to return to their allegiance they will no
doubt be allowed to resume busiuess operations
again. Ulicle Sam bhas no vindictiveness to
gratify, Southerners as well as Northerners are
adike his cfildren, and to allwith the oxcep-
tion of the lenders, who are repentant for their
errors he will again extend the band of affec-
tion and protection.

Prrerves Moserran MeomaL CoLiron --The first annual
commencement of thoe Bellevue Homtal Modienl Collage
will take place at Irving Hall this ovening at half.past
seven o'clock.

Arrivals and Departures,
ARRIVALS,

Lrvrnroor—Steamer Canida at Boston—=Mr MeHay, wifs,
i‘bml. and nnrse; Hon M Melviile and servant, Mra t.'ul
ountain and sorvang, Mrs Pinchon, Mr and Mrs Oaldwell
shree childeen and servant: Baron J W e J Jarbu lhd

Peal, wite, two chilaren and ssrvantg Messrs Darid i}:
F McManter, J U Imn-duh! ﬁurrim, John mﬂn. gl
Wormald, W M Estacee, Fairchild, Danlel B i
Winter, hune-‘tdohn Moulson Jr, Harmar, llnE Yy
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THEATRICAL AND MUSICAL.

The pest wesk has been, musically and dramatically,
an uneveniful one. The departure of Goitsohalk and the
opera people for the provinces deprived us of our gread
souree of amusement, while at the theastres thoro has
beon litkle or no variation |o the bills,

At Wallack's ““The Belle's Stratagem . whigh has
proved so attractive, will be repested this ovenimg.
To-morrow will be given *The Wonder;" on Wednoaday,
“The dchool for Scandal;'" ou Thursday, ‘A Bold Biroke
for u Husband," on Friday,The Hosoymoon,"” and es
Baturday ‘‘London Assurance.” As soon as the novelly
of these pleces (s exhausted Mr. Wallick will replage
them by other standard comadics, whioh have not bess
produced bere for several years,

“The Macarthy" 18 drawing fine housea to Laurs
Koone's. The piece possesses & dramatic intereal whick,
notwithatanding certatn def of constr , suchala
the aud from the t to the cloae.

At Niblo's #“The Colleen Bawn' is fioating on the full
tide of succeas. The piece is 80 beautifully mounted
and is divarsified by such agresable musical foatures that
it will bear mora than ons visit. There is now played, in
addition to it, Tyrone Power's amusing farce of * How to
Pay the Reot,” in which Mr. John Collins gives his injss-
itable veraion of the part of Morgan Rattier, On Wednes-
day next Mrs. John Wood takes her bonefll. THor ad-
mirers—and they are legion—will muster strong on the
oocasion.

The Winter Garden will be closed this evening and fs-
morrow, to afford tims for the preparation of the new
pisce, **The Bolls of the Season,” which ia (o be pre-
duced on Wednosday. Miss Matilds Heron plays the
prinoipal character, and will be supported by Mra. Glad-
stone, the haudsomest motress on the Americen stage.
This will be hor first appsarance before & New York au-
diense.

The New York Athenwum (Wallacks' old theatrs) has
not realized the expectations with which it commenced the
season under (ts new managemens. It was abrupsly clossd
on Friday last, “Uncle Tom's Cabin," on the revival of
which  just at the present time, such golden hopes had
boen founded, having proved a dead fallure. The fach s
& hoalthy one, politicaliy eomsidered, and its signiflcancs
is confirmed by the refusal of the directors of the Brook-
Iyn Academy to allow the pleco to be represented on thele
boards. Asthe ‘“‘moral and religious drama' will et
pay, tho lessees of the Athenmum have now o east aboud
for some other class of porformances. In the meantime
the theatre will be entirely al and d—a
process which it sadly wanted. It will be reopensd om
18th inst. under & new nams,

Mr. Grau commences hia next season of qpera, at the
Now York Academy, on Wednssday wock (March 19),
when ¢Masaniello” will be produced ona grand scale,
Senorila Cubas and & corps de balls baving boeen engaged
to give it completenoss. During the weok several re-
hearsals will take place of the ‘Favorits,” and on the
215t or 24th Madame de Luasan will make her dobuk,
Madame Borchard will not be able to make her sppear-
ance for some tims yet, having bsen unfortunately
lamed by an ncoident.

Mr, Gottschalk gave concerts in Washington on Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday. They were brilliantly st
tauded, aud the pocuniary results wore most satiafaclory.
To-night ho performs (n Philadelphia; to-morrow, Wed-
needay and Tharsday, in Batimore, and on Saturday evi-
ning a grand gala performance will be given at tho Phils-
delphis Academy. The period of Mr. Gottachalk's returs
to New York is ungertain. When he comes back it is nod
improbable that he will give several matinees at whish
he will bo the sole performer.

“Tho Davenport and Wheatloy combination arrived here
yesterday from Now Haven, where they played en Sater-
day night. They will give no performances for the pee-
sont at Niblo's, the success of “The Colleon Bawn" at
that sstablishment being such as to render it unsdvisable
to disturb the existing srrangements. It is their inten-
tion, we believe, to leave for Baltimore either to-day o
to-morrow, with the view of giving & short serica of r
formanced there, e e Aoy alr

M. Paul Juignet gives the next of his Soirees Francodss
on Tussday, the 18th. Ho has hired Niblo's charming
concert room for this and the remaining performances of
thoserica. The Aabilues of thess entertainments will
ba gratified at the change. The subscription opeasd for
the inuation of the klyn serles is daily recelving
a large aocession of names.

Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Conway arrived In town from Eng-
land by the last steamer, Thoy have had considersbie
sugcesa in Loadon, and have been most favorably spokes
of by the press there.

Ullman |8 oa his way to Berlin to meot Madame Ristorl
and to make final arrangements for hor appcarance here
In October next, Niblo’s has been secured for the per-
formances of the grest mm: Shgwlu!_q.
panied by tha entire of rommr y
with her, -ie Pl =

The juvenile planist, Master Willis Barneemore Pape,
has just returned from Havana, whero ho haf givés Sbve-
ral concerts. The Prensa laads the oxcellence of his me-
thod and the precision and brilliancy of his execution.

Several concerts have been given in Now York during
the woek. Those of Miss Bralnerd and Mrs. Maggie
Halght were particularly well aitended.

Mr. George Crozier gives a grand farowell concerd sd
Dodworth's Hall on Tuesday next. He will be asaisted by
Mre. Mozart, Miss M. E. Hawley, Miss Mina Geary sad
Measrs. Geo. Simpson, Guetavus Geary, J. R, Thomnas, 8.
B. Mills, the planist, and 8, W, Morgan and J, B, Whea-
ton, conductors. Mr. Crozier 18 about to leave for Europe,

The fourth concert of the Brooklym Philharmonic teek
place on Saturday evening at the Academy of Musie.
Besthoven's *Pastorale’’ symphony was admirably exe-
cuted, the four mov ta belng readered in & manner
to perfectly expresa the ideas of the composer. The
cavatina from “Linda' was sung by Miss Carlotta Pattl
with all the originality and grace of exscutlon that dis-
tinguish that oxecellent artist, The *'Nocturno” by Mr.
Schmitz on the French horn, was well performod, Lhe
ocho effects being most skilfully managed. Mendolssohn's
ovorture, “ Athalia,” was played upon'this occaslon for
the first timo. [t is & very beautiful eomposition, and
was done full justice to by the erchestra. Signor Mas.
cuni's romanza from the “Ballo in Maachora' was sung
with greater care than he usually oxhibits in his solo
effurta. If be had a litilo more control over his voice, he
would bo much more popular with our audisuces, The
plece that pleased most la the voeal portion of the pre-

was the ¢omie duet frdm “L'Elisir d'Amore,"”
between Miss Carlotia Paitl and Mancusi. Miss Pattd
sang her scors with'all the vivacity and playfulness that
belong o this coquottish composition, and was very well
pupported by Mancusl, The audionce rewarded thelr
Jolnt efforts with an encore. The programme was wound
up with the “Carnival Romain,” by Barlioz, & lively and
bustling cemposition, m which all the resources of the
orchostra aro brought into fuil play. Altogether the eon-
cort was oue of the best at which we have sesisted this
peason, both as regards the seloction of tho pieces aad
the manner in which thoy were exocuted. -

Miea Nina Fostor will give matines readings sl Ded
worth's Hall on Saturday, March 15, and Saturday , Mareh
29. She aleo offers an evening snterialnment of & similes
character on Monday , March 24. s ¥et

Mr. Nathan Nesbis lectures this evening at Dedworih's’
Hall on * The Paat, Present and FPutare of America."

At the New Buwery the businsss has boen excsliea®
during {be week. To-night will be givea the popular
drama of “Rinaldo Rinalding,” to be followsd by the
uplonsant Neighbor' and the “Pirates of Savannah."

The now Eastern speciaculsr drams “Sadak
Kalasrade," recoutly produced al Barnum's, is wel
worlh sesing by those who are fond of this class of per-
formance. It I8 very skilfully put together and is gor-
goously mounted, Commodore Nuts stlll continues tae
cynosure of the Museum visiters. He ls really s very
lively andlontortaining little follow.

At the 01d* Bowery Mr, Stickney will, In addition lo s
most atiractive programme, repest his great siz horse
aot, **The Courier of 8i. Petersburg,” this evening.

At Hooley's "“Uncle Tom's Cabin*’ will bo given le-
pight ta gonuine nigger style, and without any of the
Dostonian adaptations or vampings. Al Bryant's !‘The
Old Folk's Conosrt! still continues tho cliel feature im
m:::::u Timarnteats.—One of Charlotte Birehpfoifer'®
pioces, ontitted “Engliondor I Paria® (Englisimen ta
Paris), was succonafully produced at the Stadt theatre on
Saturday laste Eeveral other importuns noveliles are in

w.mmﬂu establishmont,
PORKIGN
The d hed eciress, Mrs. Bradshaw (Marle

Tree), p “m.m_m,um-

A pew and origiual drama, in five acts, called The
Life of an Actress,’’ writton by Mr. Dion Bourcicault, and
in which the author and his ascomplished wife spposr,
was 10 be produced ad the Adelphl on the 1stof this
month.

Mr, Denadiol’s new opors, ““The Lily of Killarney,"
bas been drawing srowded heusos st Drury Lane, I
sooms 10 have completelr bit Ahio taaba of the Enrlich

publiay



